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of Ireland. There was, however, a long discussion,
principally maintained by Members familiar with
the details of the sugar trade, as to the propriety of
the scale of duties on the different classes of sugar
and allied articles. The Chancellor of the Exchequer
took a strongly free-trade line as regards this tax,
and firmly refosed any proposal to differentiate in
favour of Colonial sugar, or to impose special duties
to countervail the bounties given for the export of
sugar by foreign Powers.

The discussion on the income-tax raised no new
point of special interest, though most of those who
opposed the coal and sugar duties thought that the
income-tax should have been still further increased.
Mr. Hartley's remarks on this question were as
usual noteworthy. He insisted on the point that it
was not the richer but the poorer income-tax-payers
who contributed the bulk of the tax; but he con-
sidered that the existing exemptions and abatements
had gone quite as far as was safe in relieving the
latter classes, and while still in favour of differentiating
industrial from spontaneous income, he fully recog-
nized the enormous change in the incidence of the
tax effected by the " great act" of Sir William
Harcourt. " The death duties have made our taxa-
tion immensely fairer " than it was before the passing
of that act; we were bound to consider the income-
tax in conjunction with the death duties ; and under
the present system the rich man who is making a
large income was, as he should be, comparatively
heavily taxed. Mr. Fletcher Moulton took the same
view as to the differentiation effected by the death
duties ; but pointed out that the degree of differentia-